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NYCLU ELECTS CLANCY, CLARK, SCOTT=*"""*"""* 


The general membership of the New York Civil Lib- 
erties Union last June elected three newcomers to the 
NYCLU’s Board of Directors. Voting to fill 12 vacan- 
cies on the Board, ACLU members residing in New 
York City, and Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Coun- 
ties, re-elected nine members of the Board and added 
freshmen William P. Clancy, Kenneth B. Clark, and 
Elizabeth McK. Scott. 


State Legislation Her Work 


Miss Scott is the Executive Secretary of the New 
York Legislative Service, an organization established 
to promote greater interest in New York State legisla- 
tion. Previous to her work with the Service, she was 
head of the program department of the Foreign Policy 
Association, and Assistant Secretary of the National 
Municipal League. She was graduated from Wellesley 
College and holds an M.A. from Harvard University. 


On Staff of “Commonweal” 


A native of Detroit, Michigan, Mr. Clancy has been 
an Assistant Editor of The Commonweal since 1952, 
and is the author of articles which have appeared both 
in that magazine and in The Reporter. He received 
both his B.A. and M.A. degrees at the University of 
Detroit, and was a Ph.D. candidate at the University 
of Michigan. Prior to joining the staff of The Common- 
weal, Clancy taught English at the Universities of De- 
troit and Notre Dame. 


Clark a Psychologist 


Dr. Clark, Assistant Director in charge of research 
at the Northside Center for Child Development, is also 


Assistant Professor of Psychology at the College of the 
City of New York. He is a member of the Boards of 
Directors of the National Urban League, the National 
Child Labor Committee, and the Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America, and is Social Science Consultant 
to the Legal Division of the NAACP. Clark is a Fellow 
of the American Psychological Association, Division of 
Personality and Social Psychology. 


Nine Members Re-elected 


Re-elected to the Board in the June elections were: 
Reverend John Paul Jones, Aaron Frank, Victor S. Gett- 
ner, Loula D. Lasker, Ernest O. Melby, Louis H. Pink, 
Dr. Arthur J. S. Rosenbaum, R. Lawrence Siegel, and 
Barent Ten Eyck. 





SIEPMANN JOINS BOARD 


Charles Siepmann, Professor of Education and Chair- 
man of the Department of Communications at New 
York University, has been elected to the Board of Di- 
rectors of the NYCLU to fill the unexpired term of 
David Berninghausen. Mr. Berninghausen resigned from 
the Board in June, following his appointment as Direc- 
tor of the Library School at the University of Minnesota. 


Born in England, Siepmann worked for 12 years with 
the BBC, during which time he was director of its pub- 
lic service broadcasts. In 1940, he was appointed to 
the faculty of Harvard University. He later joined the 
staffs of the Office of Facts and Figures and the Office 
of War Information. He is the author of, “Radio’s Sec- 
ond Chance,” “The Radio Listener’s Bill of Rights,” 
“Radio, Television and Society,” and “Educational Tele- 
vision in the United States.” 








Page Two 


CIVIL LIBERTIES IN NEW YORK 


September, 1953 


Septe 





CIVIL LIBERTIES IN NEW YORK 

Published bi-monthly by the New York Civil Liberties Union, 170 
Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. Telephone ORegon 5-5990. Sub- 
scription by membership in the ACLU at $2, $5, $10, $25 and up. 





HELLER REPLIES TO NYCLU: 
NO PRE-CENSORSHIP OF KINSEY 


Representative Louis B. Heller (D.-N.Y.), in a letter 
to the New York Civil Liberties Union, has defended 
his request to Postmaster General Arthur E. Summer- 
field that the Kinsey report on women be banned from 
the mails. The NYCLU had written Heller, condemning 
the move as “condoning pre-censorship,” and stating 
that his letter to Summerfield had “asked that a not yet 
published book be barred from the mails, precluding, 
thereby, the possibility of any fair hearing inquiring into 
alleged obscenity in the book.” 


Did Not Ask for Pre-Censorship 


While agreeing with the NYCLU that existing laws 
may properly curb literature found to be obscene and 
salacious, Heller asserted that he “was prompted to 
suggest to and alert postal authorities to invoke its 
rules, regulations and power with reference to the pro- 
priety of extending the privileges of the mails to Dr. 
Kinsey’s book . . . as a good American and conscien- 
tious public servant and a father.” He did not and does 
not advocate pre-censorship, he said, and had asked the 
Postmaster General to obtain the book before its re- 
lease to the public to determine whether it was suitable 
to be sent through the mails. “Certainly from this lan- 
guage,” Heller observed in his letter to the NYCLU, 
“it is obvious that I did not ask for pre-censorship.” 
His request was based, he further stated, “after studied 
and careful deliberation upon full and comprehensive 
reports of the contents of the book written by reliable 
and. trustworthy newspaper reporters who had been 
given the opportunity to read it.” 

“There can be no doubt,” Heller continued, “that the 
book contains reports of so-called ‘confessions’ by mar- 
ried women of adulterous relations. This is the kind of 
obscene material which Dr. Kinsey is attempting to 
sell and peddle in the name of science, but at the sacri- 
fice of public morals.” 


Proposes Committee to Judge Book 


“I wonder if Dr. Kinsey will agree to the following 
proposal and whether your organization will sponsor 
it,” Heller concluded. “Will Dr. Kinsey agree to release 
copies of his book to a committee of eminent men and 
women, recognized authorities in the fields of science, 
literature, sociology and religion, to be designated by 
your organization, the American Bar Association and 


JUROR SUBPOENAED: 
CRITICIZED COURT 


Emanuel Redfield, acting for the NYCLU, is repre- 
senting Robert Payson Hill, subpoenaed “to give fur- 
ther testimony” after publication of a letter he wrote to 
the New York Times. In his letter, Hill criticized sani- 
tary conditions and the “intemperate” nature” of one of 
the judges sitting in the Municipal Court, where he had 
served as a juror. 

In seeking to have the subpoena vacated, Redfield 
stated that because Hill had exercised his right to free- 
dom of expression in criticizing the administration of 
justice in certain aspects, he was being subjected to 
investigation. The request was denied by Supreme Court 
Justice Samuel Gold, who asserted that the court “had 
the power to conduct an investigation into the serious 
charges made in the petitioner’s letter regarding the ac- 
tivities of the court... .” 

The NYCLU is appealing Justice Gold’s decision. 





LOUIS PINK RETIRES 
AS HEAD OF BLUE CROSS 


Louis H. Pink, Board member of the NYCLU, 
has retired as Chairman of the Board of the Asso- 
ciated Hospital Service, after ten years in that 
capacity. He is now serving as consultant to the 
AHS, known also as the Blue Cross. 

A lawyer by profession, Louis Pink has been 
particularly active in the field of housing, and is 
President of the United Housing Foundation, as 
well as of three cooperative housing projects, 
Queensview, Queensview West, and Kingsview. 

Mr. Pink expects to devote the major portion 
of his time to the UHF, and to the Citizens Con- 
ference on International Economic Union, of which 
he is Chairman. The main objective of that or- 
ganization is the breaking down of trade barriers. 














a third organization to be named by these two groups; 
said committee to read, diagnose and appraise the con- 
tents of this book in the light of my apprehensions and 
those of countless other parents, and then render a re- 
port and opinion as to whether or not this book is 
proper material for distribution through the United 
States Post Office and consumption by the general pub- 
lic. Will he, until the rendition of this report, refrain 
from the sale, distribution or mailing of his book? His 
answer should help determine whether Dr. Kinsey’s 
concern for the health, morals and general welfare of 
our country is as keen as his scientific interest in the 
sexual behavior of women.” 
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you said it... 











Editor's Note: With this issue of Civit LIBERTIES IN 
NEw YORK, we are instituting a letters to the editor 
column. We will be glad to receive letters dealing with 
timely civil liberties issues from our readers. 


Dear Editor: 


Arthur Garfield Hays says, “I have been asked 
whether I think the Communists in the United States 
are dangerous. I think they are, but not so much for 
what they do as for what they cause us to do to our- 
selves. The chief thing the Communists in the United 
States can do is to stir up fear, suspicion and hate. The 
blacklisters and those responsible for the blacklist do 
far more along this line for the Communists than the 
Communists could do for themselves.” I read this in 
. . . Civil Liberties in New York. This quotation ex- 
presses the clue to the understanding of much of the 
psychological and moral atmosphere of the current 
scene in our country. It is a key quotation. It will give 
historians of the future the approach to a description 
of the present moment. I have faith and hope that we 
will come out of this and that when our people read 
the history of this land they will be shocked by a 
chapter entitled, “The Age of Terror.” The historians 
will say that of course it was necessary to expose the 
communist menace because the communist movement 
round the world was the menace in the late forties and 
in the fifties, but it was not necessary to use such meth- 
ods as to spread over the land that ugly sensation a 
people feel when they are on the hunt and the search 
for a criminal. The historians will show that when a 
people are made to watch when the officers of the law 
are on the hunt and search for a criminal something 
happens to this people, something that makes every 
smile cover a grimace and every laugh a tremor. The 
very act of watching the hunt and the search is corrosive 
of normal processes of living. The historians will write 
how college presidents and professors and writers and 
lecturers needlessly began their speeches or works by 
making sure to explicitly indicate to their audiences that 
they were against communism, something they didn’t 
have to do but that they did to appease that blanket of 
Suspicion covering the minds of audiences. Historians 
will show how terrorists were dominant and how few 
and unorganized were the voices of calm and courage 
and confidence. This age will pass but it need not 
have been. 

—Martin W olfson 


Brooklyn, New Y ork 


PINGGERA CLEARED 


Bonaventura Pinggera, Park Department employee 
who was dismissed from his job as a washroom at- 
tendant because of membership in the Communist 
Party from 1936 to 1939, has been reinstated with retro- 
active pay. 

In handing down his decision, State Supreme Court 
Justice Aron Steuer noted, “It is a bit difficult to visu- 
alize how a washroom attendant in his official capacity 
can give aid to his country’s enemies. To believe that 
the conspiracy involved in ‘going underground’ would 
be employed to obtain such a position borders on the 
fantastic. 

“There is no question that the municipality should 
not hire or retain in its service persons opposed to the 
basic concepts of our government,” Justice Steuer con.- 
tinued. “Nor is it beyond the discretion of those charged 
with the duty of regulating that employment to con- 
clude that members of the Communist Party fall in 
that category and act accordingly. Nor is vigilance in 
that connection to be condemned but commended. How- 
ever, a former affiliation, long discontinued and reason- 
ably explained, is not a sufficient foundation on which 
to rest the conclusions which can rightfully authorize 
action.” 

The case, handled for the NYCLU by Carl Rachlin 
and Dorothy Grote Voss, was originally brought to the 
Union’s attention in a letter from Pinggera, a member 
of the ACLU since 1949. 





Pass it On — Get a Member! 


NYCLU-ACLU members of the following classifications receive 
CIVIL LIBERTIES IN NEW YORK bi-monthly from the NYCLU, and, 
from the national ACLU, Civil Liberties once a month and the Union's 
annual report on U.S. liberties, and they are entitled to single copies 
of some 30 ACLU pamphlets, on request: 





PARTICIPATING BAEMBER o.iccssssssscscsssosse $100 
COOPERATING MEMBER $50 
SUSTVATINIING: BARAERER cn nnnncsacsiscssessssssssee $25 
SUPPORTING MEMBER  .WW0....cccccsscssssssssseessemsee $10 
CONTRIBUTING MEMBER ............... Scented $5 


Associate Members at $2 receive CIVIL LIBERTIES IN NEW YORK, 
Civil Liberties, and the annual report. 

By joining the national ACLU, New Yorkers automatically become 
members of the New York Civil Liberties Union, which receives 25% 
of the ACLU’s Greater New York income. Be as generous as you can! 





AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
170 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 











FROEE 18 092 Oo scssscsscases membership contribution. 
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Queens Chapter News 











New Officers Elected 

At the Annual Meeting, May 18, the Nominating 
Committee’s slate of candidates for the General Com- 
mittee was elected, and the new Committee met on 
June 11 to elect the Executive Committee. The officials 
of the Chapter for 1953-54 are as follows: chairman, 
Dr. Eleanor M. Sickels; vice-chairmen, Frank Opton and 
Reverend James Hutchinson; secretary, Alex Benson; 
treasurer, James Bechtold; counsel, Frances Levenson. 
Other members of the General Committee (new or-con- 
tinuing) are: Dr. Sheldon Ackley, Mrs. Daniel Korn- 
blum, Benjamin Marcus, Mrs. Harold J. Raynor, Dr. 
Dwight L. Durling, Mrs. Hartley Howe, Arthur D. 
Morse, Dr. Dorothy Richardson, Dr. Arthur Bronstein, 
Dr. James R. Kreuzer, Rudolph eesti Mrs. Sey- 
mour Shainswit. 


Lenz Case May Go to Courts 

We are sorry to report that, after so long a delay, 
the State Commissioner of Education has upheld the 
dismissal of Dr. Harold Lenz from his position as Dean 
of Students at Queens College. Dr. Lenz may appeal 
to the courts. 


Purge of Newsstands Opposed 

The Executive Committee has launched a campaign 
against the attempt of the Queens Community Com- 
mittee for Decent Literature and affiliated organizations 
to make unavailable, by pressure on newsdealers, a 
long list of publications considered by the group to 
be offensive. 

A statement was released to the press, pointing out 
that while we abominate “obscene, trashy, and.vulgar” 
literature, we do not consider that any partisan or sec- 


libel set by the law, since “freedom to read should be 
the complement of freedom to speak.” 
Both the Chairman and Dr. Arthur Rosenbaum, 
NYCLU Board member who has been following the 
censorship movement in Brooklyn, have consulted with 
the New York office, and a city-wide meeting on the 
general subject of “book-burning” is planned for No- 
vember. . 
Meanwhile, the legal angle is being explored, and 
a Chapter Committee has been appointed to seek an 
approach to the very real problem of offensive “litera- Vo. 
ture” (especially so-called comic books), too easily No. : 
available to the young. Suggestions for this campaign, —— 
if sent to the Chairman, will be happily passed on to 
this Committee. 


Fight on McCarran Act Continues Bi 
The Kew Gardens Committee for Revision of the 
McCarran Act, which held a public meeting on June 4 
co-sponsored by the Chapter, plans to continue its work. 
You can help by expressing your disapproval of the 

illiberal features of the Act in letters to the President Dx 

and Sen. Arthur Watkins, Chairman of the Joint Com- pyhjj 

mittee on Immigration and Naturalization Policy. Unite 

—ELEANOR M. SICKELS og yy 

Chapter Chairman 











The | 
SAVE THESE DATES ... 40 E: 
. So that you can be on hand for two public | ihe p 
meetings sponsored by the NYCLU. The first 
meeting, Monday evening, November 30, will be 
held at the Community Church, and will deal with | Graho 
the ‘burning’ problem of book censorship. The 
second, Saturday, February 6, the NYCLU’S an- Gr 
nual luncheon and conference, will be held at | ™ent 
the Henry Hudson Hotel. Details of both events | Com: 
will appear in forthcoming issues of Civil Liber- | Assoc 
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